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November 15, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Carlos Monje 

Under Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

sent via email:  carlos.monje@dot.gov 

cc:   amit.bose@dot.gov; BuildAmerica@dot.gov; morteza.farajian@dot.gov;  

roger.bohnert@dot.gov; william.resch@dot.gov; sam.beydoun@dot.gov; 

alex.clegg@dot.gov 

 

Re: Mendocino Railway RRIF Loan Application 

 

 

Dear Under Secretary Monje: 

 

The Coalition for Responsible Transportation Priorities (CRTP) is a non-profit organization 

based in Humboldt County whose mission is to promote transportation solutions that protect and 

support a healthy environment, healthy people, healthy communities and a healthy economy on 

the North Coast of California. CRTP is disturbed by the prospect of Mendocino Railway 

receiving a Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement Financing (RRIF) loan from the Department 

of Transportation, and we urge you to reject their application. 

 

The public has not been apprised of the contents of Mendocino Railway’s loan application, 

which is extremely problematic in its own right. However, we know that their operation 

generally speaking is an inappropriate and extremely high-risk choice for a RRIF loan. 

Mendocino Railway is not a true railway. It is a tourist business operating short-distance 

excursion trains on tracks which are unconnected to the broader railway system and which have 

already been damaged by the unstable local geology to the extent that the company cannot afford 

to repair or maintain them.  

 

Furthermore, we understand that Mendocino Railway intends to file an offer of financial 

assistance (OFA) in the NCRA’s railbanking proceeding. While, as noted above, the contents of 

Mendocino Railway’s RRIF loan application have not been publicly disclosed, it is safe to 

assume that receipt of the loan would substantially improve the company’s financial position and 

help enable them to put together a viable OFA.  

 

If successful, this OFA would forestall the state-mandated process of transforming NCRA’s rail 

lines into the Great Redwood Trail, which as envisioned would provide unparalleled recreational 

access to some of the nation’s most spectacular wild country. Even more critical to CRTP’s 
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mission is the fact that development of local segments of the Great Redwood Trail would finally 

create safe and comfortable access for bike and pedestrian commuters within and between many 

of our small rural communities—helping us decrease our vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse 

gas emissions in line with state targets and improve rural health through active transportation.  

 

We are particularly concerned to note that failure to expeditiously complete the railbanking 

process will unnecessarily delay critical local infrastructure projects, including the Humboldt 

Bay Trail South. The Bay Trail South is the culmination of decades of demand for a safe bicycle 

and transportation route between Arcata and Eureka, the region’s two largest towns. The 

reinforced trail prism is also being designed to protect Highway 101, the region’s only major 

north-south travel corridor, from the periodic and increasing threat of regular inundation during 

high tides and storm conditions. The region cannot afford the risk of more injuries and deaths 

resulting from a lack of safe travel options between Arcata and Eureka, nor the risk of regular 

inundation of a highway segment which transports many of the region’s passenger vehicles, 

freight, buses, and emergency vehicles. 

 

Mendocino Railway is a bad choice for a RRIF loan, both on its own merits and for the many 

and severe negative impacts it would have on the NCRA railbanking proceeding and the local 

infrastructure projects which rely on it. Please deny the application. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Colin Fiske 

Executive Director 

Coalition for Responsible Transportation Priorities 

colin@transportationpriorities.org 


