
November 22, 2021

The Honorable Carlos Monje
Under Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Sent via email: carlos.monje@dot.gov
Cc: amit.bose@dot.gov; BuildAmerica@dot.gov; morteza.farajian@dot.gov;
roger.bohnert@dot.gov; william.resch@dot.gov; sam.beydoun@dot.gov; alex.clegg@dot.gov

RE: Mendocino Railway RRIF Loan Application

Dear Under Secretary Monje,

The Northcoast Environmental Center (NEC) works to conserve, protect, and celebrate
terrestrial, aquatic, and marine ecosystems of northern California and southern Oregon. As
such, we are concerned about the application by the Mendocino Railway (MR) for a Railroad
Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing (RRIF) loan and we urge you to deny this application
for funding due to the fact that the instability of the rail line and lack of connection to the
interstate rail system make this a bad investment which will impede the creation of the Great
Redwood Trail.

The main reason for our concern is that the Mendocino Railway is a high-risk choice for federal
funding given 1) the unstable topography of the right-of-way requires high levels of ongoing
maintenance which the Mendocino Railway has been unable to sustain, and 2) the fact that it is
not a true railway; it is a tourist business that runs on a short track that is not connected to the
broader rail system and does not carry freight or passengers. The Mendocino Railway line has
not been used for freight rail service for over 20 years and cannot be connected to the interstate
rail network at any reasonable cost due to the high levels of environmental review that will be
necessary in environmentally sensitive areas as well as the ongoing maintenance costs
necessary to keep the line in working condition. Throughout the 100 year history of this rail line
there have been numerous landslides, washouts, collapsed tunnels and derailments that have
impacted the rivers and estuaries along the route, many of which are home to Chinook and



coho salmon, and other important aquatic species, with sediment and toxics. There is no reason
to believe that this time around would be any different.

It is our understanding that MR intends to submit an Offer of Financial Assistance (OFA) to the
Surface Transportation Board, which would forestall the railbanking process that the North
Coast Rail Authority has embarked upon to create the Great Redwood Trail. If approved, this
RRIF loan could greatly improve its financial ability to do so. The Great Redwood Trail, which
the NEC is a supporter of, would not only create a world-class trail connecting the San
Francisco Bay Area to Humboldt Bay, but also provide safe travel routes for pedestrians and
cyclists in the communities along the way, including along Humboldt Bay, where we are located.
Given the unstable history of rail lines along the route, we feel this is the most appropriate use
of the right of way and are dismayed at the recent attempts to stop the process by chasing the
dream of reviving rail travel along this corridor.

The assertion by MR that they are a public utility deserving of public funding has been refuted
by the City of Ft. Bragg. On 10/28/21 the City of Fort Bragg filed suit in Superior Court of
California against MR seeking a judicial ruling that MR is not a Public Utility, and is only an
excursion railway subject to local ordinances and regulations. It is a bad investment and
inappropriate for the Department of Transportation to make this loan when there are more viable
railways which provide greater levels of service and merit this public financing.

Mendocino Railway is a bad choice for this RRIF loan because of the negative impacts it would
have on adjacent waterways, because it is an impediment to the railbanking process and
creation of the Great Redwood Trail, and because it is not a true railway and therefore does not
merit the investment of public funding. Please deny this request for funding.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Caroline Griffith
Executive Director
Northcoast Environmental Center
P.O. Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518


